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And when he was come near, he beheld the 
City, and wept over it, 


Saying, if thou hadſt known, even thou, 
at leaſt in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy Peace. 


HE laſt of theſe two Verſes 
is to be underſtood in an 
Optative Senſe, thus: O that 

thou hadſt known; or would to God 

thou hadit known the things belone- 
ing to thy Peace! And for the Ex- 
plication of the whole Verſe, theſe 

Three Things are to be obſerved: 

Firſt, That by the things belong- 
ing to Feruſalem s Peace are underitood 
thoſe Means which did conduce even 
to her Temporal Safety and Welfare. 


For it was the thoughts of her Ap- 
B proach- 
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proaching Deſtruction by the Romans, 


which made our Saviour weep over 
her; as appears from the Words fal- 
lowing ; the days ſhall come upon thee, 
that thine Enemies ſhall caſt a Trench 
about thee, and compaſs the round, and 
keep thee in on every fide, and ſhall lay 
thee even with the Ground, and thy Chil. 
dren within thee; and they ſhall not leave 
in thee one Stone upon another; becaiſe 
thou kneweſt not the time of thy Viſita- 
nee 880 N. 
Secondly, By Knowing the things be- 
longing to Jeruſalems Peace, is meant 
the Conſidering; Practiſing and make- 
ing a good Uſe of thoſe things, which 
tended to her Temporal Profperity. 
As to Hear, ſignifies in the Scripture- 
Style, Hearing and Doing; and to Be- 
lieve ſignifies Faith and Obedience; 
ſo, to Know, ſignifies here Under- 
ſtanding, and Practice. 
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. Thirdly, By Feruſalem's Day is meant | 
that fair Opportunity, that Critical | 
Time, that Proper and Gracious Sca- | 
ſon, which God in Mercy gave 
her to Employ for her own Advan- 

tage; the time of her Viſitation, which 

ſhe ſhould have made a good Uſe ot, 

whilſt Chrift viſited her with Over- 

tures of Peace and Pardon. 

Out of the Words thus explained, | 
the Point which will now ariſe is this, | 
That the moſt wicked People have 
a Day of Peace, or fair ene. 
ties given them, which God deſires 
they would Improve and Husband 
well, in order to thcir own Goad, 
even in this Life. 

For the clearing whereof we necd 
obſerve only theſe following Inſtan- 
ces. 'TLis-faid of the People of the 
former World, Gen. 6. "That, their 
4 [Vicked- 


thee 
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Wickedneſs was great in the Earth, that 
every imagination of the thoughts of their 
hearts was only Evil, and that continual. 
ly; that they had all Corrupted their way 
upon the Earth; that it Repented the 
Lord, that he had made Man; and that 
it Grieved him at his Heart. And hence 
came that Decree, touching a Gene- 
ral Deſtruction of Man and Beaſt to 
come upon them: Jet faid God, the 
days of Man ſhall be an Hundred and 
Twenty Years; which we muſt not 
Underſtand of ſuch a determinate 
Period of time, ſuppos'd to have 
been prefix t then to the Courſe of 
Human Nature. For though after 
the Flood the Age of Man was by 
degrees very much ſhortned, yet 
even then they generally lived be- 


yond that Age of an Hundred and 
Twenty Years, as we find, Ger. 11. 
But the meaning is, that before the 

; * coming 
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coming of the Deluge, the World 


then in Being ſhould have an 120 


Years given them for their Repentance, 
and that beyond that time none 
ſhould Remain Undeſtroyed, but 
Noah and his Family. This was 
their day of Peace; an Interval of 
Sixſeore Years between the Signing 
and Execution of the Decrce: the 


time when the long Suffering of God 


waited, 1 Pet. 3, 20; the Time when 
Noah Preached Reghteouſneſs to the 
World of the Ungodly, 2 Pet. 2, 5; and 


the Time when Chriſt is ſaid by % 
Spirit (in Noah) to have Preached un. 
to the Spirits in Priſon, 1 Pet. 3, 19. 
that is to the Souls of People then 
that were ſhut up in their Bodies, 
and there lay Unprofitable, Diſobe- 
dient and Immerſed, as in ſo many 
Filthy and Abominable Repoſitories.. 
In like manner God gave the Ams-- 


rites: 
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rites. Their day to the Fourth Gene- 
ration, Gen. 15, 16. which was a very 
long Scaſon before their Deſtruction, 
if you reckon it from the Promiſe 
made to Abraham, to the Deliverance 
of his Poſterity out of Egypt: Then 
the Iniquity of the Amorites was full ; 
and therefore that was a moſt Proper 
Critical Time for God to Glorify his 
Juſtice in the Exciſion of them. The 
warning ſent. to the Niniites extend- 
ed but to the Term of Forty Days; 
which was a very ſhort Time in Com- 
pariſon, and. the Reaſon” I conceive 
was, becauſe God foreſaw that with- 
in the Term Prefixt, they would turn 
every one from the Evil of his way, 
and from the Violence that was in 
their Hands. But Feruſalems Day, 
which our Saviour ſpake of, was of a 
Vaſt Length. It began ſeveral Ages 
before our Saviours coming in the 
. ; F leſh, 


_ before the QUEE N. 


Fleſh, and held on all the time that 
he viſited them in Perſon, to the 
Hour when he wept over Feruſalem, 
as at her Funeral. Nay, though her 
Doom and Downfall was then De- 
termined, yet the Fatal Sentence was 
not executed till Forty Years after; 
that ſuch as ſhould by their Faith 
and Repentance be Qualified and 
Fitted for Eternal Life, might have 
time to come in, ſo that a Remnant 
might be Saved. And yet if we 
conſider the manifold Peculiar Bleſ- 
ſings the Fews enjoy'd above all Na- 
tions in the World beſide, and how 
Scandalouſly Unthankful and Incor- 
rigible they were generally, notwith- 


ſtanding all, we may well reckon 
them among the moſt wicked People 
the Earth ever Groaned under; which 
I note, to Thew the great Goodneſs 
of the Divine Nature, the wRune 
fu 
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ful Tenderneſs of God's Compaſſion 
and Bowels, in affording the moſt 
Profligate Wretches fack gracious 
7 —*—n Po and that out of an 
nfeigne d Defo ire: that they might 
be — even in this World. 
Of this our Saviout's Tears over Fe- 
raſalem were a moump Evidence; the 
only Tears, which, as far as we find, 
he hed, - | befides : thoſe: which he 
dropt at the Grave of his Friend La. 
arus. It went to his Heart to Con- 
ſider, how Feruſalen had miſpent her 
Day, and what intolerable Miteries 
would befal her the next Turn, when 
God's Day ſhould come; when they 
ſhould ſee ſtanding owe the Holy 
City, the Abomination of of Defolation 1 
kenof byobe Prophet Daniel; that is, 
Heathen Roman Armies encatnp'd on 
that very Mount, whence the Lord 
Was now going to Feriſalem.  Foſephns 


Was 


* 1 8 Tf : ' if * , : - * * vo - ph 4 2. Y * * . 82 * 8 n , wy 7 ALS n 888 „ * * N 
* . - a * me w $A 9 88 2 * 2 7 F "Ts TE; * we”, Es * a x . 9 * * x 4 4 „ 


FC 


2 5 p a * = F b e F "= : 
JJC ie EDT end 


« 
= 
A 
43 
4 
4 
4 
3 
= 
4 iq 
* 
x 
3 
1 


een 


F ed ̃ ͤ ! (9:54 


TR uy 9 — 0 20> 


ks 8 * * =o = — 4 " 
ES ˙ ee Saas 


D l PC * S - 
4; £4 >. 8 A 
Rc 


— — — TI c rr tus vw r 
- 4” A*\ 
' before” the QUE EN. 
— * befor : * : 'j# © | . „ 
1 — „* 


was one of thoſe Fewr, who lived to 
fee that calimitous Time; and ſpeak- 
ing of the Romans belcaguring the 
City, he ſays, They pitch'd their 
Tents upon the Mount of Olives. And 


there it was; whence our Saviour 


now beheld Feru/alem; He faw her, 
as it were, Begirt already; and this 
made him weep, and wiſh, O. that 
thou” hadft: Known,” even thou, at leaſt 
in thu thy' day, the things belonging to 


thy Peace! ans 

True,; the Deſires of God and 
Chriſt are principally for the Hap- 
pineſs of People in another World; 
becauſe there their State will be Fi- 
nal and Unalterable:? Though their 
Fortunes be Broken and utterly: Rui - 
ned: here, it is poſſible to have them 
there Infinitely Compenſated and Re- 
aired. But if their Condition be 
fiferable at Death, there is no 
Dion. . men- 
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PIR I it afterwards ;\ for as the 
Tree Falleth, ſo it ſhall Lye, Ec- 
cleſ. 11, 3. And therefore the God 
of Mercy does chiefly deſire, that 
they would in this their day regard 
the things belonging to their Ever- 
laſtin Peace; ; not willing that any ſhould 
Perifh, but that all foul] d come to Repen- 
tance, 2 n 

Vet ſuch is the great Clemency of 
God's Nature, that he doth not wil. 
lingly Afiit, or Grieve the Children of 
Men, no not in this Life, Lam. 3, 3 3. 
and it is a et to think that 
Temporal Miſeries are by an Abſo- 
late Antecedent Decree ordinarily De- 
figndand Allotted for them, any far- 
ther' than as they conduce to their 
Eternal Happineſs: For it is not 
Imaginable, that God ſhould pro- 
vide for, them the Endleſs and 
you * Felicities of another 
World, 
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World, and yet grudge 8 
'oor. Enjoyments of this Indeed 
there are now and then times of Per- 
ſecution; but theſe Caſes are Extra- 
ordinary; and when they happen, 
there are Extraordinary Reaſons for 
them. In the Uſual and Common way 
of God's Providence, things go ſo 
well that People may be happy, as 
in another World, fo in ſome Mea- 
ſure in this too; and it is their own 
Fault if they are not. Fools, becauſe 
of their Tranſgreſſion, and becauſe of 
their Iniquities, are Aflitted, ſaith the 
Pfalmiſt, P/al. 107, 17. That's or- 
dinarily the True Bottom and Rea- 
ſon of all thoſe Calamities which come 
upon Men, eſpecially upon a whole 
N. ation, becauſe they are ſo Unad- 
viſed and. Silly, as to bring Evils up- 
on themſelves, when they need not. 
It was the great Folly of feruy/alem. 
C2 Though 
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Thoogh fhe had killed the Prophets, 
and Stoned them wWhG had been ſent 
to her, yet how often would our 
Saviour ave gathered her Children 
together, even asa Hen gatherth her 
Chicketis under her Wings? but they 
would" Not, Matt hen 23, 37. They 
might have beer fafe under the Di. 
vine Protection, if they- would have 
taken a Wiſe Courſe. They might 
have been fhelterd from the Roman, 
if they had not been Fools. No 
Foreign Power could /have Deſtroy d 
or Hurt them; if they would have 
made à good Uſe of that their Day, 
which God of his great Goodneſs 
gave them, to fer” the things * which did 
belong, to their Peate; Their Deſtru- 
ion” was” of "Themſelves: It was 
thier own Folly that their -Houſc 
wis left unto them Deſolate; and 
25 Ruine of Feruſalem at the laſt, 


and 


as Feruſalem had. I cannot tell how 
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and the Extirpation of her Children 1 
out of their Native Country, toge- | 
ther with that Religion, which had | 
been _ Eſtabliſhed: amongſt them, 
ſhould be, one would think, a ſuf. 
hcjient Warning to all other Nations, 
not to throw away thoſe fair Oppor- 
tunities which God is pleaſed to give 
them, but to be wiſe in Time, and 
to Regard the Things which belong 
unto their Peace, while it is yet cal. 
led, to Day. T 

And now to apply this Matter 
to our Selves in particular; Would to 
God we of this Nation would be fo 
Wiſe, as to Regard in Time the 
Things belonging unto Our Peace in 
this Our Day! God Knows, we 
have had a very long Day ont; as 
the Old World, as the Amorites, and 


Ripe and Full our Iniquities are; But 
2 if 


. — 
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| if we would Reflect upon God's 
Mercies to us in our Manifold Pub- 
lick Deliverances, we might be fen- 
1 {ible how long the Patience and 
| Goodneſs of God hath been waiting; 
and what fair Opportunities have 
been given us from one Generation 
to another to this 'very time, not- 
withſtanding thoſe Dangers from a 
Foreign Power, which have ſtill 
Alarm'd us, nay from ſuch another 
Roman Power as brought Feruſalem 
and her Children to Deſtruction. I 
have ſaid this to encreaſe your Senſe 
of the great "Goodneſs. of God in 
iving us yet a fair Opportunit 

of Ko owing — things which delanp rf 

to our Peace, before they be quite hid 
from our Eyes: For what elſe can 
i we aſcribe our Preſervation unto, 

| but the particular Goodneſs of that 

Almighty Being, who is the Hope 

* * - of 
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of all the Ends of the Earth, and of 
them that remain in the Broad Sea; and 
whoſe ſpecial Providence has been 
all along the Great Anchor we in 
theſe Seas have had to Truſt to. Me- 
thinks the lively Senſe of it ſhould ſtir 


* 


us all up to ſuch ſuitable Acts of Gra- 


titude and Religion, as ſuch ſingular 


Goodneſs calls for. 
It's Manifeſtly of God's great Mer: 
cy alone, that we have. not been 


ſhall we think our Selves concerned, 
if not now, to make a good Ule of 


confumed; eſpecially when we were 
juſt upon the brink of Ruine. And. 
conſidering how Long we have De- 
ſerved to have our Days of Peace. 
ut to an End, and that the things 
longing. to our Peace were. jult. 
ready to be hid from our Eyes, when 


our Time? Bleſſed be God that Not- 
withſtanding ſo many fair Opportu- 
nities 
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nities Neglected and Loſt, we have 
one more” gwen us to Im prove for 
our Advantage. Still it is in our 
Power to be a proſperous People if 
we will; yet it is not too late to go 
about it: But how long this our Day 
Will hold on, God alone knoweth: 
J am fure tis ill trying how long the 
Patience and Goodneſs of God can 
continue: We have reſtleſs Enemies 
to deal with, and if, after ſo many 
Miracles of Mercy, our own hor- 
rible Ingratitude comes in to bein 
Aſſiſtance, we have little Reafon 
to think that God will ve us the 
next On-ſet. Therefore, while we 
have Time, let us Quit our Selves 
like Men that are fo deeply in- 
debted to Heaven, even for our Pre- 
ſent Temporal Welfare, and Mind 
the things belonging to our Peace, whillt 
they are yet Before us, and in our 


Power. | Now 
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Now, of thoſe things, there are 
eſpecially three, which are Neceſſa- 
ry for us All to apply our Minds 
in good earneſt unto; or elſe we can 
never reaſonably depend upon the 
Divine Protection over us. 

I. The Firſt is, That we diligently 
and heartily Practice thoſe outward 
Parts of Religion, which more im- 
mediately relate to God himſelf. 
Alaſs! How can we hope that he 
will take care for a Peoples Safcty, 
when they take no due care for his 
Worſhip and Honour? when Pray- 
ers and Sacraments, and other Ordi- 
nances of God are ſhamefully Neg- 
lected? when his Name is every 
where Profaned ? his Sabbaths Pol- 
lated? his Sanctuaries Unfrequen- 
ted ? and in ſome Places the very out- 
ward Form of Godlineſs caſt off in 


ſuch a manner, that you would 
D think 
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think them to be without a God in 
the World? When they have ſo 
little Senſe of him, and are ſo Un- 
concern d about Duties relating to 
him; as if they had no Dependence 
at all upon him, no Praiſes or Thanks 
to return him, no Bleſſings to beg 
of him; how can it be expected but 
that he ſhould uſe them as he did 
the Stupid Fews, when he delivered 
them up into the Hands of the Ba- 
bylomans to bring them into a Senſe 
of their Impieties, when nothing 
elſe could Reclaim them? yy the 
Rivers of Babylon there they ſat down, 
yea they Wept when they remembred Zion, 
| Pal. 137. 1. Theſe Tears would 
= have done better at Home, had they 
been thed in Time between the 
Porch and the Altar : But there they 
Remembred not their laſt End, nor 
the God that had been fo often 


their 
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that the Ways of Zion did Mourn: 
that none came to her Solemn Feaſts: 
that her Gates were Deſolate; that 
her Prieſts Sighed; that her V. tr gins 
were Afflicted; and that ſhe was in 
Bitterneſs, Lam. 1 

II. But Secondh, conſidering that 
the Sacrifice of the Wicked is an A- 
bomination to the Lord, our carneſt 
Buſineſs ſhould be, to be led by the 
Goodneſs of God to a Sincere and 
Timely Repentance of the Heart. 
Why ſhould a Church continue a- 
mong People, whole lives arc a Diſho- 
nour, not to Religon only, but to com- 
mon Morality? Or, to What purpoſe 
ſhould ſuch have a Longer Day, 
who ſpend their "Time in Kioting 
and Drunkenneſs, in Chamberjng 
and Wantonneſs, in Strife and En- 
vying, and in * other abomi na. 
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their Redeemer: And hence it was, 
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ble Works of Da kneſs? We can- 
not expect that God ſhould Preſerve 
ſuch any Longer; unleſs it be to that 
End, tor which he Refpited the 
Amorites and Hardned Fews, that 
they might Fill up the Meaſures of 
their Fathers; or for that Reaſon, 
which moved him to forbear that 
Hardned Pharaoh: For this cauſe God 
raiſed him up; or, made ftand ; that 
is, preſerved him from thoſe Plagues, 
which had ſwept away ſo many of 
his Subjects; namely, that at laſt he 
might ſhew his own great Power, in 
deſtroying Pharaoh and his Hoſt, in 
a moſt Unuſual, Solemn, Pompous 
Manner, before the Eyes of the 
World. Such is wont to be the 
Fate of Obdurate People; a moſt 
diſmal Cataſtrophe in the End. And 
therefore it deeply concerns Us of 
this Nation, whilſt our Day of 
Peace 
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Peace does yet Hold, to walk Ho- l| 
neſtly as in the Day; to adorn the || 
Doctrine of God our Saviour in all 
things; and, What foever Thinss are True, 
whatſoever Things are Honeſt, whatſoever 
Things are Juſt, whatſoever Things are | 
Pure, whatſoever Things are Lively, 
whatſoever Things are of good Report ; 
if there be any Virtue, if there be any 
Praiſe, to think on theſe Things, Phi- 
lip. 4. 8. 

III. To which I ſhall add but 
one Particular more ; and tis a thing 
which Manifeſtly and Immediately 
belongeth unto our Peace, if we 
would once be ſo Wile, as to Know, 
and Uſe it. 1 mean, That we be per- 
fetly joyned together in the ſame 
Mind, and in the fame Judgment; 
to be at Peace one with another, and 
every Man to ſeek, not his own, -N 
but another's Wealth ; 1 


22 A Sermon Preach at St. James's 
WMWWelfare of the whole Kingdom. Our 
Saviour himſelf tells us, That every 
Kingdom divided againſt it Self, is brought 

to Deſolation, Math. 12. 25. For no 
Enemy is ſo Inſidious and lying up- 
on the Catch; none is fo Spiteful; 
none is ſo moved by Private Ani- 
moſities; none is ſo ready to Execute 
his IIl Nature, though it be to the 
Ruine of the Publick Good; in ſhort, 
none is ſo Dangerous, and to be 
Feared, as the Enemy at Home; no 
Enemy that Knoweth ſo well how 
to Plague a Community, as He that 
has been bred up in it. Witneſs 
the Inhabitants of that Feruſalem, 
over whom our Saviour Wept. He 
foreſaw her great Miſeries at a 
| Diſtance; And about Forty Years 
after, when Feruſalem was Beſieged, 
and her Sun was juſt Setting, none 
Quickned her Ruine ſo much as 
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thoſe People within her own Walls. 
Zealot was againſt Zealot, and in the 
End all of them were againſt Her: 
So that though Titus had belexgured 
her without in the Head of the Ro- 
man Army, and was reſolved to ſub- 
due the City; yet being a Perſon of 

a Generous and Compaſſionate Tem- 
per, he could not but Pity the great 
Follies of the Fews, that by their In. 
teſtine Madneiles did all they could 
to Precipitate their own Common 
Deſtruction. Foſephus, who was an 
eye Witneſs of the Matter, relates 
it at large; nor have I met in any- 
Hiſtory a Caſe which come Hh nearer 
to our own, than that dogs. We 
have, (as Feruſalem had) a Common 
Enemy round about us All; within 
our Selves we are Divided, as the 
Fooliſh Jews were; and it by this 
means our Nation does not fall un- 
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| der Feruſalems Fate, we muſt thank 
1 the Goodneſs of Almighty God, who 
=, takes better care of us, than we 
take of one another. I am ſure 
nothing can more directly ſerve to 
Ruine All, than theſe Domeſtick 
Animoſitics. For in ſuch a calami- 
tous Caſe, when Foreign Enemies 
are at the Door, :nd thoſe within, 
who ſhould be for the good of the 
Houſhold, divide themſelves from 
the reſt of the Family, as if they 
meant only to joyn with others, 
and to divide the Spoil with them; 
the Nature of the 'Thing will help 
to make us a Common Prey the next 
Opportunity, it Men do not Larn 
by their own Dangers to be Wit 
in Time. | 
Ohl how happy might we be, 
if now we would be all perſwaded 
to make Perſonal Piques, and Private 
| In- 
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Intereſts, and the Love of Faction, 


ve 1 to the joynt Welfare of 
Jucen- and Kingdom, and to an 
Unanimous Zeal for God's Glory 
and the Honour of Religion. And 
to this end we have now by God's 
Particular Providence a very fair Op- 
portunity put into our Hands, if we 
wall uſe it, as we ſhould in this our 
Day. The Surprizing and Aſtoniſh- 
ihg:Mercies which God hath lately 
ſhewed us, ſeem to be a Pledge of 
his Farther Mercies ; that as he hath 
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deliver d us, and doth deliver us, fo he 


will deliver us; provided that by Re- 


ligious Lives and United Hearts we 
render our ſelves an: 2 of God's 


Goodneſs: Upon no leſs Conditions 
can we | reaſonably Promiſe our 
Selves the Proſperity we hope for. 
The greater God's Goodneſs to a 
Nation is, the Heavies is his Wrath 
R E Which 


26 1 Sermon Preachi at St. James's 


which Follows upon that People 
for their Ingratitude. 'This we may 
ſee by the Hiſtory of the Feu, 
after their Deliverance out of Egyþr. 
As their Ingratitude continued, ſo 
N God's Judgments againſt them en. 
| creaſed; Their: Subſequent : Captivi- 
Wl ties ftill-proving Greater and Longer 
than the Former; till at laſt all ended 
in the Final Deſtruction of Zeru/alem, 
fad Warning to other Nations, and 
particularly to us, who have had 
ſuch great Experience of the Won- 
detful Mercies of God. If, after all, 
Ve deſpiſe the Riches of- his Good 
neſs and Forbeatance, and long Sut- 
fering; if we neglect our on Sal- 
vation, hen it is ſo nigh us, if we 
will not yet ſuffer our ſelves to 
Knoy the Things which belong un- 
to our Peace, it will be juſt for 
e ES. God 
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this our Day, the Things which be- 
long unto our Peace. But who can 
tell how long things will go fo well 
with us? They are awakening Ex- 
preſhons. Prov. 1. 24. and fo on, 
Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, 
I have ſtretched gut my hand, and no 
man regarded; but ye have ſet at 
nought all my counſel, and would none of 
my reproof : I will alſo laugh at your 
calamity; I will mock when your fear 
| cometh; when your fear cometh».as deſo- 
lation, and your deſtruttion cometh as 4 
whirlwind ; when diſtreſs and anguiſh 
cometh upon you. Then ſhall they call 


E 2 upon 


w 2 : 
, * P mmnggy gry» ron en wr _Aw wy rr ts nan ng, 
| w * vw. © +5, 4, SE ox $ 


*-” 4-2 


at St. James's 


A * * menge Sermon — '- — ů — ench'd 
G = 
— 


1 — = 


1 4 _ 


me; 5 
would * 14 


ated krowledg 
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not be the ſid Fate 
of us, ot our Polterity, God of his 
Infinite Mercy Grant. for Chriſt 
Jeſus: his Sake. - 
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